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PART  2. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  County  for  the  year  1948  < The  year  1947  was  a year  of 
preparation  for  the  coming  into  operation  on  5th  July,  1948,  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  the  schemes  of  this 
Authority  were  set  out  in  full  in  my  last  report.  The  present 
report  is  therefore  the  first  of  a new  series  reflecting  the  changing- 
nature  of  the  duties  of  your  Committee.  The  services  involving 
institutional  or  out-patient  treatment  have  been  transferred  to  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  it  is  most  evident  that,  to  achieve  a 
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comprehensive  health  service,  there  must  be  the  closest  co-operation 
between  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  This  will  take  time,  but  everything  possible  is  being  done 
to  make  the  new  arrangements  a success. 

Last  year  I drew  attention  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  doctors 
and  dentists.  This  is  most  acute  in  the  case  of  dentists  and, 
unfortunately,  the  County  dental  service  is  temporarily  in  abeyance 
as  the  dental  staff  have  left.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  ways  and 
means  will  be  found  to  re-establish  this  service  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  birth  rate  showed  a decrease,  18.8  per  thousand  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  21.9  for  1947.  The  death  rate  fell 
to  10. 0 as  against  11.2.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  34.5  per 
1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  40.3  in  the  previous  year. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that,  during  1948,  there  were  no 
deaths  of  mothers  in,  or  as  a consequence  of,  child-birth. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  County  Council  and, 
in  particular,  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  consideration  and  helpful  interest. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  FIELDING, 
County  Medical  Officer. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA. 


(a)i  GENERAL  STATISTICS, 

Area  (acres) 267,854 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  92,33a 

Population  (Estimated  mid-1948)  100,200 

Rateable  Value  for  the  whole  County  (istj 

April,  1948)  < £358,148 

Actual  product  of  penny  rate  for  whole! 

County  (1947-48)  4 ..4  £1,460 


(b)  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 
Live  Births 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate  . . . 

970 

8131 

1,783 

Illegitimate  ...< 

55 

45 

100 

Total  Births  ... 

1,025 

858 

1,883 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population  : — 18.8. 


Deaths  from  all  causes: — 1,007. 


Urban  Districts  ... 
Rural  Districts  ... 
Administrative  County 
England  and  Wales 


Net  Death  Rate.  * 
11. 4 
9-2; 

10. o 
10.8 


Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child-birth  Nil 
Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  34.5 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  4 1 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 1 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 2 

Neo -natal  death-rate  (under  4 weeks)  per  1,000  births  ...  17.0 

BIRTH-RATE. — The  birth-rate  for  1948  was  18.8  compared 
with  21.9  for  1947.  The  highest  rate  was  in  the  Boston  Borough 
and  East  Elloe  Rural  districts,  namely  19.3.  The  lowest  rate  of 
18.0  was  that  of  the  Spalding  Rural  district. 

Illegitimate  births  for  the  year  numbered  100,  equivalent  to 
5.3  per  cent,  of  the  total  live  births. 
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DEATH-RATE. — The  net  death-rate  for  1948  was  10. 0 which 
compares  favourably  with  that  for  the  previous  year  (11.2).  The 
highest  rate  was  in  the  Borough  of  Boston  (11.6),  whilst  the 
Boston  Rural,  East  Elloe  Rural,  and  Spalding  Rural  districts  each 
had  a rate  of  9.2. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  10.8. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE. — The  infant  mortality  rate 
for  1948  was  34.5  as  compared  with  40.3  for  the  previous  year. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1948  was  34.0. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. — There  were  no  deaths  of 
women  from  conditions  directly  associated  with  child-birth 
(including  sepsis) . 

MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH.— The  following  table  shows 
the  chief  killing  diseases  in  the  County  of  Holland  during  1948. 


Disease. 

Total  number  of  deaths. 

I 

Heart  Disease  

263 

Cancer  

163 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  

141 

Pneumonia  

38 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  

35 

Bronchitis  

Nephritis  

Jt 

II 

CANCER. — The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  during  1948 
was  163  compared  with  166  in  1947.,  This  figure  represents  16.2 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes.  The  mortality  rate 
per  1,000  of  the  population  was  1.77. 

This  service  was  administered  prior  to  the  5th  July,  1948,  by  a 
Joint  Committee  for  the  whole  County  of  Lincolnshire;  from  that 
date  it  passed  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Council's  ambulances  and  cars  have  been  available  when 
required  to  enable  patients  to  attend  the  Radiotherapy  Centre  at 
Scunthorpe  or  the  Clinic  at  Boston  General  Hospital. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 
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Causes  of  Death  at  each  age-period,  1948. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

DIPHTHERIA. — There  were  3 cases  notified  during  1948. 
All  occurred  within  the  Boston  Borough  and  were  members  of 
the  same  family.  There  were  no  deaths. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — 277  cases  were  notified,  a 

decrease  of  68  on  the  previous  year.  There  was  1 resultant  death. 


ERYSIPELAS. — 14  cases  were  notified,  showing  a decrease 
of  3 on  the  previous  year4  There  were  no  deaths. 

TYPHOID  AND  PARATYPHOID  FEVER.— No  cases 
reported. 


PNEUMONIA. — 47  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified,  a 
decrease  of  61.  There  were  38  deaths;  from  this  it  would  appear 
that  notification  is  incomplete, 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. — The  number  of  cases  notified 
was  the  same  as  for  1947,  namely  8 — no  deaths. 

MEASLES. — 661  cases  were  nothed,  being  a decrease  of  545 
on  the  previous  year.  There  was  1 death  of  a child  under  1 year 
of  age. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. — 6 cases  were  notified, 
5 of  which  were  resident  in  the  Borough  of  Boston,  Satisfactory 
recoveries  resulted  in  all  cases. 

SCARLET  FEVER.— 147  cases  were  notified,  91  more  than 
in  1947.  There  were  no  deaths. 

ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS.— 9 cases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  resulting  in  1 adult  death. 

SCABIES. — The  number  of  cases  of  Scabies  again  showed  a 
considerable  decrease  when  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and 
no  institutional  treatment  was  necessary.  16  cases  attended  the 
minor  ailments  clinics,  39  cases  were  dealt  with  at  the  cleansing 
station  of  the  Spalding  Urban  District  Council,  making  78 
attendances.  At  the  cleansing  station  at  the  Health  Centre, 
London  Road,  Boston,  77  cases  (including  33  children)  were 
treated. 


Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  Holland  County  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1948. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX.— In  accordance 
with  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  compulsory  vaccination 
ceased  on  the  5th  July,  1948.  Individual  vaccinations  are  now 
performed  by  general  practitioners  taking  part  in  the  Council’s 
scheme.  If  the  necessity  arose,  special  sessions  could  be  held  at 
child  welfare  clinics  or  other  centres.  The  table  below  shows  the 
number  of  vaccinations  (all  ages)  carried  out  in  the  County  during 
the  periods  1st  January,  1948,  to  4th  July,  1948,  and  5th  July, 
1948,  to  31st  December,  1948. 


District. 

1st  Jan. -4th  July,  1948. 

5th  July-31s 

t Dec.,  1948. 

Primary 

Vaccina- 

tions 

Re-Vaccina- 

tions 

Primary 

Vaccina- 

tions 

Re-Vaccina- 

tions 

Boston  Borough 

24 

— 

11 

11 

Spalding  Urban 

4 

— • 

2 

1 

Boston  Rural 

21 

2 

19 

5 

East  Elloe  Rural 

24 

1 

8 

7 

Spalding  Rural 

8 

3 

10 

— 

Whole  Countv 

81 

6 

50 

24 

The  numben,  of  vaccinations  /continues  to  fall  and,  whilst 
many  adult  members  will  have  been  vaccinated  when  serving  in 
H.M.  Forces,  the  fact  that  there  were  1883  births  in  1948  and  only 
131  primary  vaccinations  must  give  rise  to  apprehension. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA.— Prior  to  the 
5th  July,  1948,  the  County  Council  was  responsible  for  all  im- 
munisations in  the  County  with  the  exception  of  children  under 
five  years  of  age  within  the  Borough  of  Boston.  From  this  date, 
the  Borough  of  Boston  ceased  to  be  a separate  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Authority,  and  all  immunisation  work  within  the 
County  became  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 


School  children  are  immunised  at  the  time  of  school  medical 
inspections  and,  in  addition,  facilities  are  available  to  all  children 
from  under  one  year  to  five  years  of  age  either  by  general  prac- 
titioners or  by  members  of  the  County  medical  staff  in  any  of  the 
undermentioned  ways: — 
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(a) ,  at  home  by  the  general  practitioner. 

(b)  at  the  surgery  by  the  general  practitioner. 

(c)  at  an  infant  welfare  centre  or  other  convenient  centre  by 
members  of  the  County  medical  staff. 


Every  effort  has  been  made  and  will  continue  to  be  made  to 
secure  the  immunisation  of  children.  During  the  year  1948,  1,456 
children  under  five  years  of  age  and  '222  children  between  five 
and  fifteen  years  of  age  were  immunised.  In  addition, 
695  children  received  booster  doses.  There  is  still,  however,  an 
urgent  need  to  lessen  the  gap  between  aim  and  achievement,  par- 
ticularly in  relation  to  children  under  school  age. 


On  th  31st  December,  1948,  the  approximate  percentage  of 
children  immunised  was  as  follows: — . 


Aged  1 — 5 years  5 — 15  years 
% immunised  % immunised 


Boston  Borough 

54-1 

_9I*3 

Boston  Rural 

58.1 

91.2 

Spalding  Urban 

81.2 

81.2 

Spalding  Rural 

61.3 

76.1 

East  Elloe  Rural 

50-3 

89.7 

Whole  County 

• ••/  •••!  59-3 

88.8 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  immunisations 
carried  out  in  the  various  districts  since  1st  January,  1941: — 


Number  immunised  against  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 
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In  addition,  695  school  children  received  booster  doses. 
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MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING  SERVICES. 

Prior  to  5th  July,  1948,  the  County  Council's  responsibility 
extended  to  midwifery  and  maternity  nursing  only.  For  this  pur- 
pose, 5 midwives  were  employed  directly  by  the  Council  and  for 
the  remainder  of  the  County  the  work  was  carried  out  by  the  dis- 
trict nurse-midwives  employed  by  district  nursing  associations, 
the  associations  being  subsidised.  After  discussions  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nursing  associations,  the  County  Council  decided 
not  to  delegate  the  midwifery  and  domiciliary  nursing  services. 
The  district  nurse-midwives  were  therefore  offered  employment 
by  the  County  Council  and,  with  one  exception,  this  offer  was 
accepted.  The  Authority’s  scheme  provided  for  the  appointment 
of  a County  Nursing  Superintendent,  who  is  also  in  charge  of  the 
Part  2 training  of  pupil  midwives.  There  are  also  three  Assistant 
County  Nursing  Superintendents,  each  having  a divisional  area  of 
the  County.  The  arrangements  have  worked  smoothly  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  the  staff  was — County  Nursing  Superintendent 
and  3 Assistants,  6 full-time  midwives,  6 full-time  home  nurses 
and  1 7 district  nurse-mid  wives. 


MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  midwives  : 

(A)  during  the  period  prior  to  the  operation  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act. 


District 

No.  of 

visits 

Total 
number 
Df  visits 

Ante- 

Home 

•natal 

Clinic 

De- 

livery 

Lying- 

in 

Boston,  Wyberton  and 

Fishtoft 

855  ! 

759  | 

194  | 

2420 

4228 

Tydd  and  Sutton  St.  James 

75 

11 

189 

275 

Wrangle,  Old  Leake, 

Sutterton  and  Algarkirk 

99 

15 

13 

203 

330 

(B)  during  the  period  from  the  advent  of  the  Act  to  the  end 
of  the  year  including  work  carried  out  by  the  district 
nurse-midwives  previously  employed  by  the  District 
Nursing  Associations,  and  who  are  now  employed 
directly  by  the  County  Council. 
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No.  of  visits. 

Total 
number 
of  visits 

District 

Ante-natal 

De- 

Lying- 

Home 

Clinic 

livery 

in 

Boston,  Wyberton  and 

Fishtoft 

820 

483 

151 

1721 

3175 

Freiston,  Benington  and 

Butterwick 

61 

9 

V 

4 

122 

196 

Wrangle  and  Old  Leake 

161 

29 

25 

388 

603 

Kirton,  Sutterton  and 

Algarkirk 

148 

28 

24 

461 

661 

Swineshead  and  Donington 

147 

O 

O 

32 

436 

618 

Gosberton,  Sur fleet  and 

Pinchbeck 

131 

— 

25 

332 

488 

Spalding,  Weston  and  iCowbit 

564 

20 

69 

1194 

1847 

Moulton 

23 

6 

12 

238 

279 

Deeping  St.  Nicholas 

102 

— 

12 

157 

271 

Crowland 

152 

49 

11 

212 

424 

Holbeach,  Fleet  and 

Gedney  Dyke 

164 

— 

19 

316 

499 

Long  'Sutton 

18 

33 

15 

252 

318 

Tydd  and  Button  St  James 

42 

12 

8 

122 

184 

Sutton  Bridge 

37 

l 

10 

10 

184 

241 

15  of  the  Authority’s  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer 
analgesics  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Mid- 
wives’ Board.  During  1948  analgesia  was  administered  in  177 
cases,  an  increase  of  18  on  the  previous  year. 


The  number  of  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  prac- 
tice within  the  County  during  1948  was  58,  all  of  whom  were  trained 
women.  This,  of  course,  covers  changes  and  relief  duties.  The 
number  practising  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  41.  Routine,  in 
addition  to  special  inspections,  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
Medical  aid  was  sought  by  midwives  in  212  cases,  the  classification 
being  as  follows : — 


14 


PREGNANCY. 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage 

11 

Abortion  or  threatened  abortion  

6 

Swelling  of  legs 

...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

Albuminuria  . . , 

....  ...  ...  ... 

3 

Miscarriage  

...  ...  ...  ... 

5 

Varicose  veins 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

High  blood  pressure 

...  ...  ...  ... 

5 

Pyelitis  

...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

Other  conditions  ... 

... 

13 

LABOUR. 

Malpresentation 

...  ...  ...  ... 

11 

Retained  or  adherent 

placenta  

5 

Ruptured  perineum 

...  ...  ...  ... 

66 

Prolonged  labour  ... 

...  ...  ...  ... 

14 

Other  conditions  . . . 

...  ...  ...  ... 

10 

LYING-IN. 

Varicose  veins 

...  ...  ...  ••» 

3 

Rise  of  temperature 

...  ...  ...  • • • 

9 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  

2 

Phlebitis  

...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

Other  conditions  . . . 

... 

5 

CHILD. 

Prematurity 

...  ...  ...  ... 

7 

Dangerous  feebleness 

...  ...  ...  ... 

11 

Inflammation  of  eyes 

...  ...  ...  ... 

7 

Malformation 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Other  conditions  ... 

... 

9 

Notifications  of  artificial  feeding  numbered  116, 
children  8.  81 

and  of  deaths 

CASES  ATTENDED  BY  MIDWIVES. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Supervising  Authority  for  the  whole 
County,  including  the  Borough  of  Boston.  The  number  of  cases 
attended  in  the  area  during  the  year  by  midwives  was  as  follows : — 

Domiciliary  Cases  in 

Cases.  Institutions.  Totals. 

As  Midwives 788  724  • 1512 

As  maternity  nurses  ...  222  158  380 
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CONSULTATIONS. 

From  the  ist  January  until  5th  July,  1948,  15  maternity  cases 
were  referred  to  the  consultants  for  the  following  conditions  : — - 
Toxaemia  3;  Ante-partum  haemorrhage  2;  Caesarean  2;  Adherent 
placenta  1;  incomplete  abortion  1;  Hypertension  of  pregnancy  1; 
threatened  abortion  1;  incomplete  abortion  2;  Transverse  lie  1; 
Puerperal  septicaemia  1. 

ISSUE  OF  DOCKETS. 

627  applications  were  received  for  priority  dockets  for  sheets 
in  respect  of  expectant  mothers  (domiciliary  cases)  and  1,661 
dockets  were  issued. 

MATERNITY  BEDS. 

There  were  no  admissions  of  maternity  cases  to  the  Myntling 
Home,  Spalding,  during  the  year. 

In  the  Holbeach  Maternity  Unit,  the  services  provided  prior  to 
the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  were  as  follows:  — 
149  cases  were  admitted,  resulting  in  145  live  births  and  4 still- 
births. 3 Caesarean  sections  were  performed,  4 infants  died  within 
10  days  of  birth,  and  one  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified. 

The  Maternity  Unit  passed  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  as 
a part  of  Holbeach  Hospital  on  July  5th. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  168  patients  were  admitted  to 
the  Wyberton  West  Hospital  Maternity  Unit;  there  were  162  de- 
liveries, with  162  live  births  and  2 stillbirths. 

5 patients  were  admitted  to  the  Quarry  Maternity  Home  at 
Lincoln  by  arrangement  with  the  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Officer. 
Unmarried  mothers  are  admitted  to  the  Quarry  Home  for  16  weeks, 
inclusive  of  the  pre-natal,  lying-in  and  post-natal  periods. 

2 cases  were  admitted  to  the  County  Maternity  Home,  Wis- 
bech, and  15  difficult  cases  were  dealt  with  at  the  Boston  General 
Hospital. 

The  opening  of  the  Wyberton  West  Hospital  as  a Part  II 
Training  Centre  for  pupil  midwives  has  increased  the  facilities  for 
institutional  midwifery  and  has  provided  additional  midwives  for 
the  districts. 

The  position  regarding  cases  accommodated  in  maternity 
homes,  etc.,  during  the  years  1942  to  1948,  inclusive,  is  shown  by 
the  following  table : — 
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Hospital  or 
Institutioni. 

1942 

( 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Myntling  Home, 

Spalding 

176 

212 

243 

119 

8 

11 

— 

Holbeach 

Maternity  Unit 

94 

199 

243 

235 

243 

281 

281 

Wyberton  West 

Hospital  Maternity 
Unit 

— 

39 

*(10) 

174 

*(22) 

25C 
* (27) 

315 

*(34) 

328 

*(15) 

Boston  General 

Hospital 

22 

29 

22 

22 

28 

27 

181 

Inc.  B01 
cases) 

West  Norfolk  and 
King’s  Lynn 

Hospital 

3 

„ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

County  Maternity 
Home,  Wisbech 

— 

— 

4 

5 

39 

39 

2 

Quarry  Maternity 
Home,  Lincoln 

— 

— 

5 

7 

9 

7 

5 

Scartho  Road  In- 
stitution, Grimsby 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Boston  P.A. 

Institution 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* 'Bracketed  figures  show  number  of  Borough  cases  accommodated  at  the 
Wyberton  West  'Hospital  Maternity  Unit. 


The  number  of  births  in  the  area  covered  by  the  County 
Council  for  maternity  and  child  welfare  purposes  during  the  period 
January  ist  until  July  4th,  1948,  was  741,  of  which  289  (i.e. 
39%)  were  institutional  confinements.  From  the  operative  date  of 
the  National  Health  Service  until  the  end  of  the  year,  the  number 
of  births  occurring  in  the  Authority’s  area  was  877,  of  which  438 
(i.e.  50%)  were  institutional  confinements. 

The  total  number  of  births  in  the  area  covered  by  the  County 
Council  for  the  whole  year  (i.e.  excluding  the  Borough  of  Boston 
prior  to  the  “appointed  day”)  was  1,618,  of  which  727  (i.e.  45%) 
occurred  in  institutions. 

HOME  NURSING.  The  equivalent  of  14  full-time  nurses 
was  employed  in  home  nursing.  During  the  period  from  5th  July, 
1948,  to  31st  December,  1948,  1,501  cases  were  attended  and  the 
number  of  visits  paid  was  12,993. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES,  ANTE-NATAL  AND 
POST-NATAL  CLINICS. — 10  Welfare  Centres  were  provided  and 
maintained  by  the  County  Council.  The  number  of  sessions  per 
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week  was  13.  Consideration  will  be  given  during  1949  to  the 
opening  of  additional  centres  at  Gosberton  and  Deeping  St. 
Nicholas. 

The  County  Council  had  9 centres  for  ante-natal  and  post- 
natal work. 

In  connection  with  certain  sessions  at  Wrangle,  Swineshead, 
Ivirton  and  Holbeach  centres,  transport  is  provided  to  enable 
mothers  and  children  from  outlying  districts  to  attend,  no  public 
transport  being  available. 

The  attendance  figures  for  the  County  Welfare  Centres  were  as 
follows  : — 


Spalding 

Long  Sutton 

Crowland 

Donington 

Kirton 

Holbeach 

T3 

a 

0) 

3 

c 

• r—\ 

£ 

in 

Wrangle 

Sutton  Bridge 

Boston 

(Since  5th  Julyj 

only)  I 

1 

Number  of  Sessions  . . j 

1041 

1 

52 

52 

53 

52 

105 

52 

52 

102 

78 

| 

NEW  CASES — 

1 

1 

Mothers  I 

249| 

60 

42 

74 

57 

143 

53 

44 

140 



Children  under  1 year  ..j 

220| 

79 

42 

69 

55 

121 

53 

49 

107 

171 

Children  over  1 year  . . j 

35 

4 

1 

12 

;5 

21 

10 

i 

1.6 

28 

21 

OLD  -CASES—  | 

1 

! 

Mothers  i 

3257| 

2852 

1179 

1407 

1549 

2547 

1046 

806 

2076 

— 

Children  under  1 year  . . 

|3l053 

|1655 

| 879 

899 

996 

1662 

719 

618 

1375 

2639 

Children  over  1 year  . . 

1429 

1571 

281 

528 

495 

1005 

530 

386 

993 

1735 

No.  of  Consultations  . . j 

782' 

326 

153 

257 

245 

451 

193 

193 

308 

— 

No.  of  Health  Talks 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

No.  of  ante-natal 

attendances! 

707| 

: 

- 1 

117] 

32 

59 

1364 

11 

63 

74 

483 

BOSTON  WELFARE  CENTRE  (Attendances  of  County  cases 
prior  to  5th  July)  : — 

New  cases  attending  Centre 18 

Attendances  of  children  under  1 year  . ..<  298 
Attendances  of  children  over  1 year  ..,  153 


DENTAL  TREATMENT. — From  the  1st  January  until  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  n ex- 
pectant mothers  were  treated  by  the  County  dentists.  Six  cases  in 
which  dentures  were  necessary  were  treated  by  private  dentists  and 
contributions  recovered  according  to  the  patients’  circumstances. 
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During  the  remainder  of  the  year,  a further  5 cases  received  treat- 
ment by  the  County  dentists.  At  the  end  of  the  year  only  1 dentist 
remained  on  the  Council's  staff  and  he  left  early  in  1949.  This 
service,  therefore,  is  temporarily  in  abeyance. 

PREMATURITY. — Special  reports  from  health  visitors  and 
hospitals  were  obtained  in  all  cases  of  prematurity.  The  total 
number  of  premature  babies  notified  during  1948  was  105,  namely 
39  born  at  home,  and  66  in  hospital.  Of  the  39  born  at  home,  13 
were  admitted  to  hospital  and  27  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month. 
55  out  of  66  cases  born  in  hospital  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month. 

Institutional  treatment  is  available,  if  desired,  for  premature 
infants  in  the  baby  wards  of  the  Wyberton  West  Hospital,  Boston, 
in  the  Holbeach  Emergency  Hospital,  or  in  the  Children’s  Hospital, 
Freiston, 

Arrangements  are  in  progress  to  provide  special  cots  for 
premature  children  nursed  at  home. 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. — Prior  to  the  advent  of  the 
Children  Act,  1948,  the  Health  Visitors  undertook  the  supervision 
and  protection  of  children  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

At  the  time  of  transfer  to  the  Authority’s  Children’s  Officer,  7 
cases  in  the  charge  of  a similar  number  of  foster-parents  were  under 
supervision., 

DAY  NURSERIES. — The  Day  Nursery  at  Holland  Road, 
Spalding,  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  It 
has  20  places  for  children  under  2 years,  and  30  places  for  children 
between  2 and  5 years  of  age.  Children  are  only  accepted  when 
the  mothers  are  in  employment.  The  Nursery  is  a training  centre 
for  nursery  students  and,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  had  a staff  of 
Matron,  deputy  Matron,  2 nursery  nurses,  2 nursery  assistants,  and 
6 students.  The  hours  are  from  7.30  a.m.  to  5 p.m.  on  Mondays 
to  Fridays  inclusive.  The  average  attendance  has  varied  from  23 
to  47  according  to  the  time  of  the  year. 

The  Boston  Day  Nursery,  Allan  House,  Carlton  Road,  Boston, 
was  transferred  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Borough  of  Boston 
into  that  of  the  Holland  County  Council  on  the  5th  July,  1948,  in 
accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  ' The  nursery 
has  25  places  for  children  under  2 years,  and  25  places  for  children 
between  2 and  5 years  of  age.  The  Nursery  is  not  at  present  a 
training  centre  for  students.  The  staff  at  the  close  of  the  year 
consisted  of  Matron,  deputy  Matron,  2 nursery  nurses  (1  part-time) 
and  5 nursery  assistants.  The  hours  are  from  7.15  a.m.  to  5.30 
p.m.  excluding  Saturdays  and  Sundays.  The  average  daily 
attendance  since  July  5th,  1948,  has  been  47.5. 
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HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  new  Act  requires  the  provision  of  health  visitors  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to: — 

(1)  the  care  of  young  children; 

(2)  the  care  of  expectant  or  nursing  mothers; 

(3)  the  care  of  persons  suffering  from  illness,  and 

(4)  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

On  5th  July,  1948,  the  2 health  visitors  employed  by  the 
Boston  Town  Council  were  transferred  to  the  County  staff,  making 
a total  of  12  health  visitors..  With  the  exception  of  the  2 health 
visitors  in  Boston,  the  other  health  visitors  also  undertake  school 
nursing  duties.  At  the  end  of  1948,  11  health  visitors  were  so 
employed;  the  vacancy  was  filled  early  in  1949. 

A total  of  21,925  visits  was  made  by  the  County  health  visitors 
to  children  under  school  age,  namely,  9,917  to  children  under  1 
year  of  age  and  12,008  visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and 
5 years. 

The  following-up  of  patients  suffering  from  illness,  which  will 
refer  mainly  to  cases  discharged  from  hospital,  depends  to  a large 
extent  on  co-operation  between  the  local  Health  Authority  and  the 
Hospital  Management  Committees.  This  branch  of  the  work  is 
still  in  its  infancy,  but  it  will  no  doubt  develop  as  time  goes  on. 
Provision  is  made  in  the  Authority’s  scheme  for  the  employment 
of  additional  health  visitors  as  they  are  needed. 

MENTAL  HEALTH. 

Matters  relating  to  Mental  Health  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Mental  Welfare  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee.  This 
Sub-Committee  consists  of  11  members,  and  meets  quarterly. 

The  'District  Social  Welfare!  pfhceiis  (5)  are  “ authorised 
officers  ” to  take  initial  proceedings  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental 
Treatments  Acts. 

The  ascertainment  and  supervision  of  mental  defectives  is 
undertaken  by  the  Authority’s  health  visitors.  When  the  complete 
scheme  comes  into  operation  and  it  is  possible  to  appoint  a full-time 
experienced  woman  social  welfare  worker,  arrangements  will  be 
made  for  the  district  “ authorised  officers”  to  supervise  male 
defectives  and  the  woman  social  worker  to  deal  with  all  female 
defectives  and  to  follow  up,  as  required,  patients  discharged  from 
mental  hospitals. 
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The  County  Medical  Officer  administers  this  service  on  behalf 
of  the  Health  Committee  and  full  use  is  made  of  the  Psychiatrists 
and  Specialists  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Arrangements  are  under  consideration  for  the  employment  by 
the  Health  Authority  on  a sessional  basis  of  the  Specialists  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  to  advise  the  Authority  on  matters  relating 
to  child  guidance,  lunacy,  and  mental  defiiciency. 

The  Authority’s  proposals  include  the  provision  of  2 
Occupation  Centres,  one  at  Boston  and  one  at  Spalding.  It  was 
intended  to  open  one  such  centre  as  a trial  measure  at  Boston,  but 
this  had  to  be  left  in  abeyance  owing  to  inability  to  obtain  a 
trained  worker  to  organise  the  arrangements.  Progress  may  be 
possible  when  the  services  of  an  Adviser  from  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  are  available. 


The  position  on  31st  December,  1948,  was  as  follows: — 


Males. 

Females 

Total. 

Under  Guardianship 

— 

1 

1 

Under  Statutory  Supervision 

...  86 

81 

167 

Under  Voluntary  Supervision 

...  21 

16 

37 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  the  Educa- 
tion Authority  notified  5 cases  during  the  year  to  the  Local 
Authority,  namely:  — 

Males.  Females  Total. 

Under  Section  57(3)  3 2 5 

INSTITUTIONAL  CARE. — Six  petitions  in  respect  of  mental 
defectives  were  presented  and  an  order  for  institutional  care  was 
made  in  each  case.  The  provision  of  accommodation  is  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  there  is  an  urgent  need 
for  additional  beds.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  there  were  18  cases 
on  the  waiting  list. 

STATUTORY  SUPERVISION.— Seven  new  cases  were  placed 
under  statutory  supervision. 

LUNACY  AND  MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACTS.— The  follow- 
ing statement  sets  out  the  position  for  the  year  regarding  admissions 


to  mental  hospitals:  — 

Number  of  certified  patients  admitted  47 

Number  of  relapsed  patients  admitted  11 

Number  of  voluntary  patients  admitted 18 

Number  of  temporary  patients  admitted 3 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

TUBERCULOSIS. — Care  work  in  connection  with  tuberculosis 
is  delegated  to  the  Holland  Care  Committee,  which  is  subsidised  by 
the  County  Council  to  the  extent  of  £700  a year.  There  is  a full- 
time Tuberculosis  Visitor  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  in  his 
capacity  as  Tuberculosis  Othcer  acts  as  adviser  to  the  Committee. 
The  Care  Committee  has  completed  14  years'  work  in  the  interest 
of  tuberculous  patients  and  their  families.  The  Executive  Commit- 
tee has  met  each  month  to  consider  new  cases  and  to  review 
existing  allowances  in  the  light  of  Visitors'  reports.  These  reports 
have  entailed  a large  number  of  visits  to  patients  and  their  homes 
and  this  personal  contact  has  been  of  great  value.  During  the  year, 
approximately  150  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Milk  allowances,  amounting  to  an  average  of  500  gallons 
monthly,  were  made  to  105  families.  Other  help  given  included 
weekly  money  grants,  payment  of  fares,  boarding-out  allowances, 
clothing,  bedding,  extras  for  sanatorium  patients,  housing  recom- 
mendations, etc.  Actual  expenditure  (£1,422)  was  an  increase  of 
£70  on  the  previous  year,  but  the  Christmas  Seal  Sale,  again 
organised  by  Mrs.  A.  Clift,  was  most  successful  and,  as  a result, 
£630  was  made  available  for  Care  work. 

MENTAL  ILLNESS  OR  DEFECTIVENESS.— This  work  is  in 
its  development  stage  and  reference  is  made  to  it  in  the  Mental 
Health  section  of  this  report. 

As  regards  co-operation,  arrangements  are  made  at  the  request 
of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  home  conditions  of 
cases  on  licence  or  due  for  consideration  by  the  Visitors  to  be 
investigated. 

OTHER  TYPES  OF  ILLNESS.— The  following-up  of  persons 
under  treatment  for  venereal  diseases  and  persons  known  or  sus- 
pected to  be  sources  of  venereal  infection  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  health  visitors  on  the  instructions  of  the  V.D.  Officer. 

The  following-up  of  cases  of  illness  has  been  carried  out  mainly 
in  connection  with  ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions. 

PROVISION  OF  NURSING  EQUIPMENT  AND  APPARA- 
TUS.— The  Authority's  scheme  provided  for  the  establishment  of 
major  loan  depots  at  Boston,  Spalding,  Holbeach,  Crowland  and 
Long  Sutton.  Such  depots  were  previously  in  operation  at  Boston, 
managed  by  the  local  section  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and 
at  Spalding  under  the  auspices  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 
Arrangements  have  also  been  made  with  the  St.  John  Brigade  to 
set  up  a depot  at  Sutton  Bridge,  instead  of  at  Long  Sutton,  and 
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efforts  are  being  continued  to  get  depots  at  Crowland  and  at  Hol- 
beach.  The  County  Council  have  in  each  case  had  to  provide  a 
certain  amount  of  equipment.  The  voluntary  bodies  managing  the 
depots  make  small  hiring  charges  and  it  is  understood  that  such 
monies  will  be  used  for  replacement  purposes. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  whole  County  is  covered  for  mid- 
wifery and  home  nursing,  and  each  nurse  has  a v/eli-stocked  cup- 
board of  the  smaller  articles  of  equipment  which  are  loaned  free  to 
patients  as  required. 

t 

In  this  service  no  charge  is  made  to  patients  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  County  Council  became  responsible  for  the  ambulance 
service  on  5th  July,  1948.  Up  to  this  date,  the  Council  had  operated 
a partial  service  with  its  own  ambulances  and  cars,  and  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  operated  a service  for  emergencies,  accidents, 
etc.  The  County  Council  decided  that,  as  from  the  5th  July,  1948, 
the  complete  service  should  be  managed  directly  by  the  Authority 
through  the  County  Transport  Department. 

On  the  31st  December,  1948,  the  position  was  as  follows : — 

Number  of  Ambulances  12 

Number  of  cars 6 

Arrangements  were  also  made  for  enrolled  volunteers  with 
private  cars  (5  in  number)  to  undertake  the  transport  of  sitting 
cases  if  necessary.  For  such  journeys  payment  was  made  at  the  rate 
of  6d.  per  mile  and  petrol  replaced. 

The  Council  has  garage  and  workshop  accommodation  at  the 
CounciFs  Transport  Depot,  Allan  House,  Carlton  Road,  Boston, 
but  it  will  be  necessary  to  enlarge  considerably  this  accommodation 
in  the  near  future. 

The  use  of  the  service  of  volunteers  has  been  continued.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  the  number  of  volunteers  was  33,  but  as  this 
service  tends  to  diminish,  application  has  been  made  to  the  Minister 
of  Health  for  the  number  of  ambulances  and  cars  to  be  increased  to 
14  and  8 respectively,  and  for  staff  to  be  increased  up  to  40  if 
necessary.  The  number  of  whole-time  drivers  and  attendants  em- 
ployed on  31st  December,  1948,  was  12,  and  3 part-time. 
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During  the  period  5th  July,  1948  to  31st  December,  1948, 
journeys  have  been  made  as  follows:  — 


Total 

calls. 

Ambulances  1245 
Cars  ...(  ....  2500 


Patients 

carried. 

1365 

2675 


Accident  and 
Emergency  calls. 

875 

1 


Total 

mileage. 

26,079 

36,681 


In  addition,  private  cars  used  in  connection  with  the 
supplementary  service  made  802  journeys,  carried  825  patients,  and 
covered  a mileage  of  28,926. 


The  whole  service  has  worked  smoothly  during  this  initial 
period  and,  no  doubt,  every  effort  will  be  made  to  improve  the 
service  as  and  when  required. 


HOME  AND  DOMESTIC  HELPS. 

\ 

Progress  was  made  in  this  service  to  the  .extent  that  by  the  end 
of  the  year  14  Home  Helps  were  engaged,  6 full-time  and  8 part- 
time.  Of  these,  2 full-time  and  6 part-time  were  working  in 
Spalding,  1 full-time  in  Kirton,  1 full-time  in  Swineshead,  and  2 
full-time  and  2 part-time  in  Boston.  80  cases  were  attended. 

The  development  of  this  service  is  of  great  importance  in  view 
of  the  shortage  of  hospital  beds  for  both  maternity  and  sickness 
cases.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  extend  the  service  and 
constant  attention  is  paid  to  the  recruitment  of  suitable  women. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES „ 

The  Laboratory  established  at  the  County  Hall,  Boston,  by. 
the  County  Council  continued  its  work  throughout  the  year  but, 
as  from  5th  July,  1948,  on  an  agency  basis.  With  few  exceptions, 
all  the  tests  carried  out  are  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  or  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
The  Technicians  and  laboratory  assistants  became  transferred 
officers,  but  Mr.  Fidling,  the  senior  Technician,  who  is  also  County 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sampling  Officer  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  has  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  and  a 
proportion  of  his  salary  has  been  paid  by  the  County  Council.  As 
an  adjunct,  tests  were  also  carried  out  at  the  Grimsby  Laboratory 
and  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln.  Regular  visits 
were  paid  to  the'  Boston  Laboratory  by  the  Pathologist  from 
Lincoln. 
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For  the  purpose  of  convenience,  the  following  table  shows  the 
work  done  in  the  Boston  Laboratory  during  the  full  year: — 

Nature  of  Test.  Number  of  Tests 

performed. 


Smears  and  deposits  for  Tubercle  bacilli  < 393 

Cultures  for  Tubercle  bacilli 123 

Biological  Tests  for  Tubercle  bacilli  65 

Throat  Swabs  255 

Nose  Swabs  67 

Cultures,  Various  477 

Cultures  for  Typhoid  Dysentery  Group  Organisms  65 

Blood  Cultures  ...•  ...  24 

Cultures  for  Gonococci  129 

Smears  for  Gonococci  241 

Designated  Milks  77 

Blood  Counts  ...,  ...,  1022 

Urea  Estimation  blood  or  urine  „ ...  107 

Blood  Sugar  Estimations ...  71 

Waters  ..,  48 

Fractional  test  meals ...  72 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  ....  ...,  55 

Widal  agglutinations  for  separate  organisms  ...  117 

Occult  Blood  1 ...,  ..<  7 

Vaccines  * I 

Blood  Grouping  and  Cross  Matching  , 118 

Other  tests * 42 

3578 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1936-38. 


At  the  beginning  of  1948,  15  accredited  producers  applied  for 
renewal  of  their  licences  and  these  were  granted.  During  the  year 
2 new  licences  were  issued,  the  number  of  accredited  producers  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  being  17. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  number  of  new  recent  infections  which  attended  for  the 
first  time  for  treatment  at  the  County  Clinics  compares  with  figures 
obtaining  in  1940  to  1948  as  follows: — 
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Spalding,  Boston. 


1940 

* • • • » .f  . . . ... 

17 

2b 

1941 



17 

26 

1942 



16 

26 

1943 



25 

26 

1944 

...  ...  ...  . . 4 

17 

43 

1945 



14 

33 

1946 

...  ... 

21 

54 

1947 

...  ...  . . . ... 

9 

65 

3:948 



20 

29 

The  above  figures  apply  only  to  persons  normally  resident  in 
the  County. 


Abstract  relating  to  Holland  patients  treated  at  the  Venereal 

Diseases  Treatment  Centres. 


c 
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A — Number  of  persons 
dealt  with  for  the  .first 
time  and  found  to  be 
suffering  from — 
Syphilis 

2 

' 

15 

3 

1 

1 

! 

21 

Soft  Chancre 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

14 

5 

3 

1 

— 

1 
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Conditions  other  than 

Venereal 

49 

20 

4 

4 

1 

2 

80 

1 

Total 1 

1 

65 

40 

7 

8 

1 

4 

125 

B — Attendances  of  all 
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Cases  requiring  institutional  treatment  have  been  dealt  with  in 
the  Wyberton  West  Hospital,  Boston.  2 cases  were  so  dealt  with, 
the  aggregate  number  of  in-patient  days  being  120. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD— FOOD  AND 
DRUGS  ACTS. 

390  samples  were  taken  by  the  Sampling  Officer  during  the 
year.  The  nature  of  the  samples  were  as  follows: — 
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Drugs  5 

Epsom  'Salts  1 

Olive  Oil  1 

Mustard  1 

Wine  ((British)  1 


Fresh  Milk  373 

Peanut  Butter  1 

Orange  Bitters  1 

Soya  Flour  1 


Sweetening  Tablets  1 


Dried  Milk  1 

Sweetmeat  1 

Fish  paste  1 

Sausage  1 


The  table  below  shows  the  action  taken  with  regard  to  samples 
reported  as  being  below  standard  or  adulterated: — 


No. 

Nature  of 
Sample. 

Nature  of  Irregularity. 

Action  taken. 

1. 

Milk 

18%  Extraneous  Water. 

Formal  sample — prosecution. 

2. 

do. 

4%  Fat  deficiency. 

Formal  sample — for 

3. 

do. 

6%  Fat  deficiency. 

observation. 

do. 

4. 

do. 

3%  Extraneous  Water. 

Informal  sample — for 

5. 

do. 

7%  Fat  deficiency. 

observation. 

do. 

6. 

do. 

2%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

7. 

do. 

22%  Fat  deficiency. 

Prosecution — case  dismissed. 

8. 

do. 

11%  Extraneous  Water. 

Prosecution— Fine  of  £10. 

9. 

do. 

9%  Fat  deficiency. 

Formal  sample — no  action. 

10. 

do. 

9%  Fat  deficiency. 

To  be  re-checked.  Results  of 

11. 

do. 

2%  Extraneous  Water. 

re-sample  proved  satisfactory. 
Informal  sample — for  follow 

12. 

do. 

13%  Fat  deficiency. 

up. 

do. 

13. 

do. 

11%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

14. 

do. 

5%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

15. 

do. 

46%  Fat  deficiency. 

Formal  sample — no  action. 

16. 

do. 

46%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

17. 

do. 

6%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

18. 

do. 

16%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

19. 

do. 

16%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

20. 

do. 

9%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

21. 

do. 

33%  Fat  deficiency. 

22. 

do. 

164%  Extraneous  Water. 
6%  Fat  deficiency. 

Prosecution — Fine  of  £2. 
Prosecution — Fine  of  £20. 

23. 

do. 

3%  Extraneous  Water. 
4%  Fat  deficiency. 

Formal  sample — for  follow  up. 

24. 

do. 

19%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

25. 

do. 

15%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

26. 

do. 

2%  Extraneous  Water. 

do. 

27. 

do. 

43%  Fat  deficiency. 

Informal  sample — no  action 

28. 

do. 

15%  Fat  deficiency. 

taken. 

Result  of  re-sample  proved 

29. 

do. 

3%  Fat  deficiency. 

satisfactory. 

do. 

30. 

do. 

10%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

31. 

do. 

4%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

32. 

do. 

4%  Extraneous  Water. 

do. 

33. 

do. 

64%  Extraneous  Water. 

do. 

34. 

do. 

15%  Fat  deficiency. 

9%  Fat  deficiency. 

Formal  sample — warning 

35. 

do. 

38%  Fat  deficiency. 

given. 

Prosecution — case  dismissed. 

36. 

do. 

34%  Extraneous  Water. 

Informal  sample — for  follow 

37. 

do. 

2%  Extraneous  Water. 

up. 

do. 

38. 

do. 

23%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 

39. 

do. 

2%  Fat  deficiency. 

do. 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 


There  were  major  changes  during  the  year.  With  the  coming 
into  force  on  5th  July,  1948,  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 
the  payment  of  domiciliary  assistance  (with  the  exception 
of  augmentations  of  earnings  of  home  workers)  passed  to  the 
Assistance  Board.  Apart  from  this,  the  Act  imposed  on  County 
Councils  the  responsibility  for  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  blind; 
this  duty  was  placed  by  the  Council  on  the  Welfare  Committee 
acting  through  the  County  Welfare  Officer.  The  Boston  and 
Holland  Blind  Society  have  continued  to  act  as  the  agents  of  the 
County  Council. 

The  Home  at  Boston  for  blind  women  belongs  to  the  Society 
and  has  accommodation  for  16  residents.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  3 vacancies. 

The  report  of  the  Society  showed  that  3 children  were  at  special 
schools  and  there  were  10  registered  home  workers.  The  Secretary 
and  Home  Teacher  paid  3,952  home  visits  during  the  year. 

On  March  31st,  1949,  there  were  166  registered  blind  persons, 
an  increase  of  10  on  last  year’s  figure.  26  new  cases  were  registered 
during  the  year;  there  were  4 inward  transfers,  6 outward  transfers, 
and  14  deaths. 

TABLE  I.  TABLE  II. 

Summary  of  present  age  periods.  Age  at  which  blindness  occurred. 


Age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0 — I 

— 

— 

— 

0 — I 

10 

10 

20 

1—  5 

— 

— 

— • 

1—  5 

2 

3 

5 

5—16 

1 

1 

2 

5—10 

— . 

1 

1 

H 

1 

O 

H 

2 

— 

2 

10 — 20 

1 

2 

3 

21 — 40 

12 

8 

20 

20 — 30 

5 

6 

11 

4°—50 

3 

7 

10 

30—40 

6 

4 

10 

5° — 65 

22 

11 

33 

40—50 

8 

7 

15 

65—70 

7 

13 

20 

50 — 60 

M 

11 

25 

70  and 

60 — 70 

15 

8 

23 

over 

34 

45 

79 

70  and 

over 

20 

33 

53 

81 

85 

166 

81 

85 

166 

ORTHOPAEDIC  SCHEME. 

The  County  Council  had  in  operation  a comprehensive  scheme 
for  the  out-patient  treatment  of  orthopaedic  defects  and  for 
institutional  treatment.  On  5th  July,  1948,  this  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  but  the  County 
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Council  continued  to  act  as  agents  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
The  Council  also  had  2 well-equipped  physiotherapy  centres,  one 
at  Bargate,  Boston,  and  the  other  at  Holland  House,  Spalding, 
each  in  charge  of  a qualified  physiotherapist  and  providing 
electrical,  massage,  and  light  treatment.  These  centres  have  also 
passed  to  the  Board. 

After  being  seen  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  treatment  was 
provided  as  follows: — 

For  in-patients — at  the  London  Road  Hospital,  Boston,  or 
in  special  out-county  hospitals. 

For  out-patients — at  the  special  department  of  the  London 
Road  Hospital,  Boston,  and  at  the  2 physiotherapy 
centres  referred  to  above. 

During  1948,  533  cases  were  seen  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
at  special  clinics  and  the  number  of  attendances  was  893.  (School 
cases  227,  attendances  369) . 

The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  cases  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  disease: — 

Adults.  School  Under 

Tuberculosis  (Surgical). 

Tubercular  glands  of  neck  ... 

Tuberculosis  of  bones  or  joints  . 

Observation  cases 

N on-tuberculous  conditions. 

Postural  deformities  of  spine 

Rachitic  deformities  

Paralytic  deformities  

Congenital  deformities  of  feet  . 

Torticollis  

Congenital  dislocation  of  hip 

Bow  legs i ....  ....  ....  . 

Hallux  Valgus,  hammer  toes,  e 

Osteomyelitis 

Hernia  .<  ...(  

Poliomyelitis 

Scoliosis  ..4  - .1  . 

Fractures  ....  ... 

Knock  knees  ...  

Undescended  testes  

Cervical  adenitis  

Naevus  ...,  , 

Pes  Varus  and  Pes  Valgus  ...  . 

Flat  Feet  ....  . ..,  ...  ... 

Cleft  Palate  , . 

Other  conditions  . ..,  


1 

21 

1 


cases. 

18 

3 

1 


School  age. 
2 


0 


1 

1 


5 
9 

2 

4 

43 


3 

67 


7 

10 

4 

9 

2 

6 

9 

2 

17 

12 

20 

19 

9 

4 

4 

12 

19 

1 

28 


1 

1 

5 

11 

15 

1 

17 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

2 

36 

1 

7 

19 

3 

13 
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TUBERCULOSIS, 

The  provision  of  institutional  treatment  and  dispensaries 
became  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  as  from 
5th  July,  1948,  but  the  Tuberculosis  Visitor  remained  an  officer 
of  the  Local  Health  Authority,  which  was  also  responsible  for  care 
work.  In  the  second  half  of  the  year  the  County  Council  acted 
as  agents  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

NOTIFICATIONS  — - in  1948,  74  cases  of  pulmonary 

tuberculosis  and  13  cases;  of  non-pulmonary  .tuberculosis  were 
notified.  In  addition,  16  cases  of  pulmonary  and  10  of 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  otherwise  than  by  formal  notification. 

DEATHS.  — The  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  was  25  compared  with  36  in  1947,  and  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  10,  as  compared  with  7 in  the  previous 
year.  The  death-rates  were  0.25  for  pulmonary  and  0.1  for 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The 
death-rate  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was  0.35  for  1,000  of  the 
population.  This  was  very  much  lower  than  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales,  which  was  0.51. 

DISPENSARIES.  — Dispensary  arrangements  continued  as 
before.  Sessions  were  held  at  Boston  on  Wednesday  afternoons 
and  Friday  mornings  and  at  Spalding  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
afternoons.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  also  attended  every  Monday 
at  the  Johnson  Hospital,  Spalding.  In  addition,  special  appoint- 
ments were  given  when  patients  were  unable  to  attend  the  routine 
clinics.  The  total  number  of  dispensary  attendances  was  2,412., 

RADIOGRAPHY. — The  number  of  X-ray  examinations  was 
distributed  as  follows: — 


Pulmonary  Tib. 
including  suspects. 

Contacts., 

Total. 

Boston 

..V  ....  1701 

253 

1954 

Spalding 

171 

76 

247 

Holbeach  

231 

116 

347 

30 


ARTIFICIAL  PHEUMOTHORAX  CLINICS— 689  refills 
were  given  during  the  year  for  cases  of  artificial  pneumothorax, 
extra-pleural  pneumothorax  and  pneumo-peritoneum.  683 
screenings  were  done  to  control  the  degree  of  collapse. 

ARTIFICIAL  LIGHT  TREATMENT.— This  has  been  carried 
out,  as  in  previous  years,  at  the  London  Road  Hospital,  Boston, 
and  the  Physiotherapy  centres  at  Boston  and  Spalding. 

TUBERCULOSIS  VISITING.— The  whole-time  Tuberculosis 
Visitor,  who  also  acts  as  dispensary  nurse,  paid  2,222  home  visits 
during  the  year. 

OPEN-AIR  SHELTERS. — Approximately  25  shelters  have 
been  in  use  during  the  year.  During  the  present  dearth  of  institu- 
tional accommodation,  this  has  proved  a valuable  aid  to  treatment 
and  in  preventing  the  spread  of  infection. 

PATHOLOGICAL  SPECIMENS.— The  number  of  sputum 
tests  carried  out  for  the  detection  of  tubercle  bacilli  was  393.  Cul- 
tures were  grown  and  biological  tests  made  when  necessary.  104 
specimens  were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT.— A number  of  cases  have 
been  accommodated  in  the  London  Road  Hospital,  Boston,  Wyber- 
ton  West  Hospital,  and  the  Children's  Hospital,  Freiston.  Patients 
were  also  sent  to  out-county  institutions  when  vacancies  could  be 
obtained,  but  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  more  accommodation. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1930. 

Part  I. — Summary  of  Notifications  during  the  period  1st  Jan.,  19  48,  to  the  31st  Dec., 
1948  in  the  area  of  the  County  of  Lincolnshire  (Holland). 
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The  following  table  shows  since  1940  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  each  year 
administrative  County  together  with  the  case-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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HOLLAND  COUNTY  EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL,  BOSTON. 


The  following  is  a statement  of  admissions  and  out-patient 
attendances  from  January  ist  to  July  5th,  upon  which  date  the 
services  provided  by  the  Hospital  were  transferred  to  the  Boston 
Hospital  Management  Committee. 

In-patients. 

Service  patients 5 

E.M.S.  cases  40 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  4 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  13 

County  Orthopaedic  cases  (M.  and  C.W.  Scheme)  ...  23 

,,  ,,  ,,  (School  Medical  Service)  168 

Boston  ,,  ,,  (M.  and  C.W.  Scheme)  3 

General  Orthopaedic  cases 95 

General  Hospital  cases  104 


Out-patients. 

Massage  Department 
X-Ray  ,, 

Plaster 

Examinations  (various) 


455 


2,481  attendances 
1,180 
101 
1,088 


4,850 


WYBE1RTON  WEST  HOSPITAL,  BOSTON. 

Prior  to  the  5th  July,  when  the  services  provided  by  the 
Wyberton  West  Hospital  were  transferred  to  the  Boston  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  50  patients  were  admitted  to  the  general 
wards  as  follows:  — 

Medical  cases 25 

T.B.  cases  10 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ...  8 

Chronic  cases 7 

Reference  to  the  Maternity  Unit  of  this  hospital  will  be  found 
in  the  appropriate  section  of  the  report. 
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CHILDREN'S  HOSPITAL,  FREISTON,  NR,  BOSTON, 

Admissions  were  as  follows  during  the  period  ist  January  to 


5th  July,  1948:  — 

Tuberculosis  contacts 1 

Orthopaedic  conditions  4 

Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  Asthma 6 

Skin  diseases  ...  4 

Chorea  2 

Otorrhoea 3 

Acute  nephritis 1 

Threadworms  1 

Minor  ailments  and  observation  cases 12 


20  children  were  in  the  Hospital  when  it  was  taken  over  by  the 
Boston  Hospital  Management  Committee. 


HOLBEACH  EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL. 

Prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service,  the 
Hospital  services  continued  to  be  provided  as  previously.  From 
January  ist  until  July  5th,  487  cases  were  admitted  to  the  general 
wards  including  414  surgical  conditions  and  70  medical  cases.  The 
surgical  admissions  included  165  ear,  nose  and  throat  cases,  64 
abdominal  operations,  54  gynaecological  cases,  and  43  accidents  of 
various  types.  352  operations  were  performed  upon  in-patients. 
1,107  out-patient  attendances  were  recorded,  589  X-rays  were  taken 
and  376  attendances  were  made  in  the  massage  department. 

The  hospital  arrangements  were  transferred  to  the  Boston  Hos- 
pital Management  Committee  on  5th  July,  1948. 


PUBLICITY, 

In  the  year  under  review,  with  the  coming  into  operation  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  publicity  was  needed  and  available. 

The  Publicity  Officer  for  Health  Services  reports : — 

The  propaganda  work  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  has  been 
maintained,  leaflets  being  available  giving  information  on  various 
health  subjects,  and  posters  displayed. 
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On  the  outdoor  publicity  boards  sectional  posters  were  dis- 
played drawing  attention  to  the  danger  of  flies  “Enemies  in  our 
Midst’’  and  the  availability  of  “Youth  Hostels’’  during  the  holiday 
season. 

Only  io  babies  out  of  ioo  born  in  this  county  are  vaccinated 
and  in  view  of  this,  and  the  fact  that  vaccination  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  is  entirely  voluntary,  a leaflet  was  issued  asking 
the  question  “Is  it  wise  to  wait  for  an  Epidemic?’’  The  leaflet 
pointed  out  that  whilst  doctors  and  local  Health  Authority  staffs 
were  ever  watchful  and  alert  to  the  existing  danger  of  smallpox 
cases  coming  from  abroad,  the  immune  state  of  the  population  being 
low  was  an  invitation  to  the  smallpox  virus  to  establish  itself  in  the 
community  if  once  it  entered. 

Although  not  strictly  matters  of  health  the  co-operation  of  the 
Health  Department  was  sought  and  publicity  was  given  through  the 
Department’s  publicity  service  to  the  Children’s  Officer  in  connec- 
tion with  “Notices  to  Foster  Parents.’’  The  Central  Office  of  Infor- 
mation (Outdoor  Publicity  Section)  also  sought  the  Department’s 
co-operation  and  publicity  in  connection  with  Town  and  Country 
Planning,  Industrial  Injuries,  and  an  announcement  of  the  Ministry 
of  National  Insurance  was  given. 

The  campaign  in  connection  with  diphtheria  immunisation  has 
been  continued  and  in  furtherance  o'f  this  a set  of  nine  posters  was 
obtained  on  indefinite  loan  from  the  Central  Office  of  Information. 
Thick  cardboard  panels,  hinged  together  so  that  the  whole  could 
be  folded  to  the  size  of  one  panel,  were  obtained  and  on  these  the 
posters  were  mounted.  The  set  was  displayed  for  a fortnight  at 
each  of  the  ten  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  Local  Health 
Authorities  to  make  arrangements  to  meet  a public  demand  for  de- 
tailed information  about  local  services  was  met  by  the  publication 
of  a handbook  and  leaflet,  the  provision  of  a speaker  to  interested 
organisations  and  Press  conferences.  A first  print  of  2,000  copies 
was  made  of  the  handbook  which  contained  pictures  illustrating  the 
Local  Health  Authority’s  Health  Services.  The  demand  was  such 
that  a further  2,000  had  to  be  printed  within  a week.  These 
were  made  available  to  the  public  from  County  Hall,  the  District 
Council  Offices,  the  County  Council  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  the 
County  Branch  Libraries,  doctors’  surgeries  and  chemists,  in  all 
at  149  points  throughout  the  County.  20,000  leaflets  were  dis- 
tributed as  above  and  from  nine  cinemas  (which  also  displayed  a 
projector  slide  for  two  weeks),  the  office  of  the  W.V.S.,  Women’s 
Institutes  and  Townswomen’s  Guilds,  in  all  at  216  points 
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throughout  the  County.  Posters  announcing  the  existence  of  the 
handbook  and  leaflet  were  displayed  on  all  hoardings,  and  adver- 
tisements were  inserted  in  the  Press.  Very  good  Press  reviews  were 
received.  Seven  organisations  were  adddressed  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Gee, 
the  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer. 

CIVIL  NURSING  RESERVE. 

The  Reserve  ceased  to  exist  as  a separate  entity  from  July  5th, 
1948,  the  appointed  day  for  the  coming  into  operation  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  when  effective  members  wishing  to 
continue  nursing  were  absorbed  into  the  establishment  of  the 
various  hospitals.  The  Reserve  was  set  up  as  a war-time  measure 
when  there  was  a serious  shortage  of  nursing  staff.  The  response 
in  the  Holland  area  was  very  good  and  proved  of  the  greatest  help 
during  a difficult  period. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

There  is  no  change  to  report.  With  the  exception  of  the 
Spalding  Rural  District,  the  powers  have  been  delegated  by  the 
County  Council  to  the  District  Councils. 


